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SESSION 25: HOLY BAPTISM

Opening Prayer

Collect at Baptism (BCP p. 254)

Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us
from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn
to new life in him, may live in righteousness and
holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Catechism
Holy Baptism
Q. What is Holy Baptism?

A. Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God
adopts us as his children and makes us members
of Christ's Body, the Church, and inheritors of
the kingdom of God.

Q. What is the outward and visible sign in Baptism?

A. The outward and visible sign in Baptism is water,
in which the person is baptized in the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Q. What is the inward and spiritual grace in
Baptism?

A. The inward and spiritual grace in Baptism is
union with Christ in his death and resurrection,
birth into God's family the Church, forgiveness
of sins, and new life in the Holy Spirit.

Q. What is required of us at Baptism?

A. Itis required that we renounce Satan, repent of
our sins, and accept Jesus as our Lord and
Savior.

Q. Why then are infants baptized?

A. Infants are baptized so that they can share
citizenship in the Covenant, membership in
Christ, and redemption by God.

Q. How are the promises for infants made and
carried out?

A. Promises are made for them by their parents and
sponsors, who guarantee that the infants will be

brought up within the Church, to know Christ
and be able to follow him.

Presentation of the Candidate

From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer

The Minister, having come to the Font, which is then
to be filled with pure Water, shall say as followeth,
the People all standing, Hath this Child (Person) been
already baptized, or no?

If they answer, No: then shall the Minister proceed as
followeth. Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour
Christ saith, None can enter into the kingdom of
God, except he be regenerate and born anew of
Water and of the Holy Ghost; | beseech you to call
upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
that of his bounteous mercy he will grant to this
Child (this Person) that which by nature he cannot
have; that he may be baptized with Water and the
Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church,
and be made a living member of the same.

Then shall the Minister say, Let us pray. Almighty and
immortal God, the aid of all who need, the helper of
all who flee to thee for succour, the life of those who
believe, and the resurrection of the dead; We call
upon thee for this Child (this thy Servant), that he,
coming to thy holy Baptism, may receive remission
of sin, by spiritual regeneration. Receive him, O Lord,
as thou hast promised by thy well-beloved Son,
saying, Ask, and ye shall have; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. So give now
unto us who ask; let us who seek, find; open the gate
unto us who knock; that this Child (this thy Servant)
may enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy
heavenly washing, and may come to the eternal
kingdom which thou hast promised by Christ our
Lord. Amen.

From the 1979 Book of Common Prayer
The Celebrant says The Candidate(s) for Holy
Baptism will now be presented.

Adults and Older Children

The candidates who are able to answer for
themselves are presented individually by their
Sponsors, as follows

| present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.



The Celebrant asks each candidate when presented
Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate | do.

Infants and Younger Children

Then the candidates who are unable to answer for
themselves are presented individually by their
Parents and Godparents, as follows

Parents and Godparents
| present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the
parents and godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you
present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help
this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God's help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of
the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of
the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of
the infants and younger children

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the
spiritual forces of wickedness that
rebel against God?

Answer | renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of
this world which corrupt and destroy
the creatures of God?

Answer | renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that
draw you from the love of God?

Answer | renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept
him as your Savior?

Answer | do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his

grace and love?

Answer | do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey
him as your Lord?

Answer | do.

Prayer over the Water

From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we
should give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father,
Almighty, Everlasting God, for that thy dearly
beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our
sins, did shed out of his most precious side both
water and blood; and gave commandment to his
disciples, that they should go teach all nations, and
baptize them In the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Regard, we beseech
thee, the supplications of thy congregation; sanctify
this Water to the mystical washing away of sin; and
grant that this Child (this thy Servant), now to be
baptized therein, may receive the fulness of thy
grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful
children; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, be
all honour and glory, now and evermore. Amen.

From the 1979 Book of Common Prayer

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.
Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of
creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out
of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In
it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resur-
rection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it
we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to
him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Now
sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of
your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.



