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SESSION 24: THE SACRAMENTS 
 

Opening Prayers  
Of the Holy Trinity BCP p. 251 

Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church 

your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect 

love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace 

to continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, 

and constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

Of the Incarnation BCP p. 252 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Of the Holy Eucharist BCP p. 252 
God our Father, whose Son our Lord Jesus Christ in a 
wonderful Sacrament has left us a memorial of his 
passion: Grant us so to venerate the sacred 
mysteries of his Body and Blood, that we may ever 
perceive within ourselves the fruit of his 
redemption; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
At Baptism BCP p. 254 
Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us 
from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn 
to new life in him, may live in righteousness and 
holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Catechism: The Sacraments 

Q. What are the sacraments? 

A. The sacraments are outward and visible signs of 
inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ as 
sure and certain means by which we receive that 
grace. 

Q. What is grace? 

A. Grace is God's favor towards us, unearned and 
undeserved; by grace God forgives our sins, 
enlightens our minds, stirs our hearts, and 
strengthens our wills. 

Q. What are the two great sacraments of the 
Gospel? 

A. The two great sacraments given by Christ to his 
Church are Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. 

 

The Course of Salvation History 
Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in 
history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let 
us pray that our God will bring each of us to the 
fullness of redemption. 
 
The story of Creation 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Flood 
Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign 
of your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, 
who are saved through water and the Spirit, may 
worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac 
God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your 
Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal 
sacrament, the number of your children; that your 
Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to 
our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth 
even to our own day, you once delivered by the 
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the 
salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: 
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and 
rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



God’s presence in a renewed Israel 
O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: Grant that 
we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the 
joy of that heavenly Jerusalem, where all tears are 
wiped away and where your saints for ever sing your 
praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Salvation offered freely to all 
O God, you have created all things by the power of 
your Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: 
Give now the water of life to those who thirst for 
you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your 
glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A new heart and a new spirit 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal 
mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the 
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their 
lives what they profess by their faith; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The valley of dry bones 
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have 
brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of 
death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by 
your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim 
you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
The gathering of God’s people 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: 
Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual 
working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity 
the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being 
made new, and that all things are being brought to 
their perfection by him through whom all things 
were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 


